
 

SENIOR CAPSTONES 
WHAT IS A CAPESTONE? 

a stone fixed on top of something, typically a wall.  
ARCHAEOLOGY 

• a large, flat stone forming a roof over the chamber of a megalithic tomb. 

Wait no not that! 

a capstone project is a multifaceted assignment that serves as a culminating academic and 
intellectual experience for students, typically during their final year of high school or at the end of 
an academic program or learning-pathway experience. While similar in some ways to a college 
thesis, capstone projects may take a wide variety of forms, but most are long-term investigative 
projects that culminate in a final product, presentation, or performance. Students select a topic, 
profession, or social problem that interests them, conduct research on the subject, maintain a 
portfolio of findings or results, create a final product demonstrating their learning acquisition or 
conclusions (a paper, short film, or multimedia presentation, for example), and give an oral 
presentation on the project to a panel of teachers, experts, and community members who 
collectively evaluate its quality. 

Capstone projects are generally designed to encourage students to think critically, solve 
challenging problems, and develop skills such as oral communication, public speaking, research 
skills, media literacy, teamwork, planning, self-sufficiency, or goal setting—i.e., skills that will help 
prepare them for college, modern careers, and adult life. In most cases, the projects are also 
interdisciplinary, in the sense that they require students to apply skills or investigate issues 
across many different subject areas or domains of knowledge. Capstone projects also tend to 
encourage students to connect their projects to community issues or problems, and to integrate 
outside-of-school learning experiences, including activities such as interviews, scientific 
observations, or internships. 

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? I FELL ASLEEP READING, THAT WAS SO BORING. 

All Senior Theatre students must plan and carry out an independent production in a particular 
area of  interest within Theatre. Capstone projects should build on the individual student’s 
prior knowledge acquired through course work or significant experiential learning. They are 
intended to be carefully planned artistic and/or scholarly projects that synthesize past 

https://www.edglossary.org/learning-pathway/
https://www.edglossary.org/portfolio/


knowledge. A capstone experience is not an opportunity for a student to try something for 
the first time, but is an opportunity to synthesize knowledge and skills previously gained.  

PORTFOLIO  

Capstone Projects include keeping an organized portfolio of  your production. After 
making a selection you will need to keep a binder that shows every step in your 
production process.  

From Concept to Curtain. Your binder will need to contain: 

- Conceptual Collage 
- Set Designs 
- Costume Designs 
- Lighting Designs 
- Hair and Makeup Designs 
- Sound Cue List  
- Prop List 
- Cast List  
- Copy of  Script (includes cutting)  
- Poster  
- Program 
- Directing Notes 
- Post Production Paper (2 page min.) 

CASTING  

All acting students are required to audition for Senior Capstone projects. Acting students 
will prepare 2 Contrasting One Minute Monologues. Acting Auditions should not exceed 2-
minutes per student.  

Acting students must be cast in at least one show but cannot be cast in more than two.  
Involving students in more than 2 shows will become too stressful for both actors and 
directors. Depending on which characters students are cast as it may be too much for them 
to handle and will create scheduling conflicts if  a student is cast in multiple show.  

After auditions directors will need to discuss casting, in order to follow these guidelines. 
Directors may cast outside of  the available theatre students if  necessary, but must include 
the theatre students first.  



POST PRODUCTION PAPER.  

After your shows performance, each senior must type an essay over their experience with 
this process. Your paper should be at least 2 pages in length. This paper is about expressing 
what you have gained throughout your production. What have you learned? What are you 
taking with you as you take your next step in the world? What are you leaving behind? All 
theatre productions will have “bumps in the road.” You WILL have issues, during 
production, that you will need to deal with. Write about that. This paper is your opportunity 
to explain your choices. Write about your rehearsals, discussions and your public 
performance. This paper is simple your thoughts about your production from YOUR point 
of  view. Ask yourself; What worked? What didn’t work? How could I have done this differently? If  you 
are being honest in your writing this will easily meet the required length. 

CAPSTONE PERFORMANCE DATES 

MAY 18 @630 
MAY 19 @ 630 



PRODUCTION PROPOSAL 

All Student Production must be submitted for approval before rehearsals can begin. Please use this 
application form. 

All other students should respond to the points listed below and submit your proposal to Mr. 
Danforth.  

1. Project Title.  

2. Project type:  
• Designing  
• Directing  
• Playwriting  
• Acting 
• Other  

Brief  description of  project.  

Learning objectives.  

General time line.  

Resources required (facilities, funding, number of  people etc.). 

What do you hope to learn from this project, and why does it excite you?  

How will this project build upon and synthesise knowledge and skills you have already acquired 
within the major?  



How will you know if  you have succeeded at this project?


